GUSTAVUS LANDS IN  SWEDEN,            22J

Young, full of enthusiasm and fire, he longed to be
actively at work to aid his oppressed compatriots;
and one morning, in the spring of 1520, after con-
fessing his obligations and his gratitude to the
Llibeckers, he stole over to the Swedish coast in
a little fishing-smack, and landed in territory that
was groaning under Christian's oppressions.

At first, Gustavus, who at once assumed the role of
leader of revolt, could not make himself heard among
the peasants. They replied to his instigations in
their apathy of oppression with, " Salt and herrings
will not fail us as long as we obey the king, but if we
rise we are sure of ruin." But Gustavus was un-
daunted, though he knew a price was put upon his
head. For months he scoured the country, travelling
by by-paths, sleeping one night in the woods,
another in the open fields ; assuming now this, now
that disguise. Gradually he gathered a following
around him, which grew in importance day by day.
His influence increased above all after the tidings of
the " Bloodbath," for so the terrible massacre came
to be called, perpetrated by Christian upon the nobles
of Stockholm, on the occasion when he offered them
a banquet, apparently of peace, but which proved to
them a feast of death.

Chief among Gustavus's allies were the people of
Dalecarlia, among whom he went on his mission of
revolt dressed in their native dress. This land of
valleys is inhabited by a people who have many
points of resemblance with the Scotch Highlanders ;
thinking themselves, as these do, of a superior caste
and adhering even to this day to an exaggerated and